
Novice News – January 2023 by Stephen Bennett 

Happy New Year, I wish you all a fantastic time at the bridge table. 

On Sunday 15th January QCBC held their Graded Pairs event which included a 

Novice section. 18 pairs took part and QCBC managed to get 1st and 3rd place 

with Stephen & Louise Bennett and Carolyn North & Peter Fredericks, 

congratulations. QCBC and Alan Gibson,  the director, made sure that we were 

well looked after and should be thanked for putting on a great event. 

Trust your partner. 

Always assume that partner knows what they are doing, even when it does not 

make sense to you. There was a board last Sunday that shows this very nicely. 

Louise & I were playing east west on the following board; 

 

With dealer east, would you open this hand? If so, what? You have 11 HCP’s, but 

the JS could be worthless, so downgrade to 10 HCPs. You have 6 diamonds and 

4 hearts, so it does satisfy the rule of 20. You also have only 6 losers, 1 in 

spades, 2 hearts, 2 diamonds and a club. But you have no aces and your small 

cards are not very exciting. I think you could open 1 diamond or you could pass. 

Partner passed, as did south. 

 We play 2NT as 20-21 HCPs and balanced, so I bid 2NT. North passed what 

would you bid as east? You may bid 3C, stayman, looking for a heart fit or you 

may bid 4NT, which is what Louise decided to do. This is a quantitative bid and 



asks partner to bid 6NT with 21 HCPs and pass with 20HCPs. But wait, you need 

33 HCPs to bid 6NT. Partner has passed, which generally means they don’t have 

12 HCPs. What is going on? Has Louise gone bonkers, should I try and save her 

from her obvious mistake? After thinking for a while, I decided to trust partner, 

let’s hope she knows what she is doing. I was holding all the aces so I decided to 

bid 6NT!!!! North lead the 6H and dummy came down. 

10 winners, AS, AKQJH, AKD and AKQC. I just need to decide how to play the 

diamonds. Now the best and safest way to play them was small to A small back, 

if north plays a diamond, play the JD. If south has the QD, diamonds break 3-2 

and you lose 1 diamond and establish the rest of your diamonds as winners for 

12 tricks. If north has 4 diamonds to the Q, you will still lose only 1 diamond. On 

the actual layout you would get all 13 tricks for a top. However, I played AK to 

give up a trick to the Q making only 12 tricks!!!!! 

On this board, I knew little about my partner’s hand, they knew a great deal 

about mine. Trust that your partner has not gone bonkers!!!! 

 

And now for something completely different!!! 

At QCBC you are taught to count your cards to make sure you have 13. Most 

people do this, but some do not. We were playing a board on Sunday against 

Peter and Sue Green. Peter was in a heart contract and after two rounds of 

hearts he had exhausted all our hearts. He then played another round of hearts 

and seemed surprised when we both showed out. The hand continued and after 

9 tricks I suddenly realised that I did not has as many cards left as dummy. I had 

2 and dummy had 4. I then realised that partner and Peter both had 4 cards left 

too. Oh dear, guess who forgot to count his cards!!! 

Eventually we called the director and found my missing 2 cards, one of which 

was a heart. We played it out and lost a trick for revoking in hearts!!!!! To not 

notice you are 2 cards short of a full hand takes some doing, what can I say. 

Perhaps I need to concentrate a bit more in future and count my cards!!!! 

When to bid with a weak hand 

Earlier this month Paul Gosney gave a fantastic lesson on when to bid with a 

weak hand. He went through a number of hands from the Australian Team 

Trials and showed us just how bold the top players are at times. Some of the 



examples he showed us were jaw dropping. Paul explained that there is method 

to the madness. Favourable vulnerability and being dealer are the best time to 

bid up. 

Last Tuesday, at the club, I saw how powerful this type of bidding can be. Louise 

and I were sitting east west and Alan McKenna and Judith Milliner were sitting 

north south.  

   

As west I passed, Q3 in diamonds put me off. As north what would you bid? 

That looks like a weak 2D bid to me. But with favourable vulnerability Alan 

added one to his bid and went 3D. This was one of the suggestions that Paul had 

made. Louise passed as did Judith. It came round to me, what would you do? I 

think I have 3 choices, pass, bid 2H or double. Which would you do? I thought 

my QD was worthless and I probably had 2 defensive tricks AS and KQH. If 

partner was about the same, they were making 3D. We were favourable, so 

could afford to go 2 off and still get a better result. I decided to double and 

partner bid 4C for 2 off. So, I thought that was a good result. Unfortunately, 3D 

does not make. Alan was using one of these bold bids on me!!!!! When I looked 

at the results, I saw a number of people opened the north hand 3D. However, 

they were left in it for down 1. Perhaps this type of bidding is worth considering 

in future. Warning, make sure you discuss this with your partner and get 

agreement before you try this at the bridge table. Most Novice players will 

decide not to try this, but it is useful to know what your opponents may be 

doing!!!! 



 Upcoming Events 

1st February Mentor night at QCBC. Great way to get some tips from an expert. 

 

7th / 14th February Novice Pairs at QCBC good warmup for the Gold Coast 

Congress. 

 

11th February Lesson by Richard Fox on Signalling on defence. A must for 

Novice players. 

 

17th / 25th February QBA Gold Coast Congress. If you have under 10 Master 

Points try out the Rookie Pairs on Sunday and Thursday. QCBC have a rich 

history of success in these events. 

4th March Lesson by Richard Fox on Balancing. A must for Novice players. 

 

1st Novice Pairs  -   

Louise & Stephen Bennett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


